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CHIARA ESPOSITO (UNIV. SALERNO)

Sullivan models 11

In these seminars we briefly introduce the concept of model of a manifold, in terms of a com-
mutative graded algebra, which is quasi-isomorphic to the de Rham algebra of forms. It is known
that the de Rham algebra determines the topological invariants of a manifold but it is somehow hard
to manage as it is infinite-dimensional. The rational (real) homotopy theory provides a topological
invariant, the so-called model, for compact manifolds which is finite-dimensional.
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