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From linear algebra to topological field theory

This introductory talk is about a bridge between the geometry of tensor calculus, the Jones
polynomial, Hopf algebras and quantum invariants of 3-manifolds. In the end I will describe how
recent results about defects and orbifolds in topological field theory, which are joint work with Nils
Carqueville and Ingo Runkel, fit into the picture.
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